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Pe cep al G aphic : The mbio i be een and fo mal
imila i of pe cep al p cholog and comp e g aphic .

Do gla W. C nningham1

The en i onmen of each pe on i o e ¯o ing i h info ma ion, m ch of hich i e-
le an o ome a pec of o pe cep ion o beha io . The ®eld of pe cep al p cholog
ha pen o e 15 ea in e iga ing ho diffe en en o em e ac , p oce , and
ep e en ch info ma ion. One p ima dif®c l in hi o k ha been he fac ha i
i no po ible ± in p inciple ± o ie in ide he f nc ional o k of an pe cep al -
em. We can a be con ol he inp and ob e e he o p of he e d namic, non-linea ,
adap i e em . Comp e g aphic e ea ch ha foc ed o e he la 5 ea on he
effec i e and ef®cien i al im la ion of ch info ma ion, adi ionall empha i ing a
high deg ee of eali m. T ing o e-p od ce all po ible info ma ion in an gi en cene
eq i e nea l in®ni e e o ce in p oce ing po e and memo . Fo na el , no all
he ph icall p e en info ma ion need o be n he i ed, onl he pe cep all ele an
info ma ion.

Al ho gh, he e o ®eld ha e de eloped independen l , he add e imila f ndamen-
al p oblem and p o ide complemen a me hod fo hei ol ion. F he mo e, i i
becoming inc ea ingl appa en ha peci®c e ea ch q e ion in ei he di cipline canno
be ol ed i ho me hod f om he o he . The f ion of he e o complemen a app oa-
che no onl help o o e come he inhe en limi of each app oach, b al o open p
en i e ne ealm of cien i®c inq i . Thi in eg a ed app oach i efe ed o a Pe cep al
G aphic .
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